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IntroductionIntroduction

�� Recent ‘mobility turn’ in the social sciences Recent ‘mobility turn’ in the social sciences 
promotes research on social promotes research on social andand physical physical 
(im)mobilities(im)mobilities

�� BUT: strong focus on urban settings BUT: strong focus on urban settings �� rural rural 
(im)mobilities remain under(im)mobilities remain under--exploredexplored

�� SocioSocio--spatial analysis of mobilityspatial analysis of mobility--related policy related policy 
and practice in the Republic of Ireland reveals and practice in the Republic of Ireland reveals 
complex ruralcomplex rural--urban relations urban relations 
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BackgroundBackground

�� ConsEnSus project funded by EPA Ireland (2009ConsEnSus project funded by EPA Ireland (2009--
2012)2012)

�� Focus on sustainable household consumption in Focus on sustainable household consumption in 
the Republic of Ireland and Northern Irelandthe Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland

�� WP3 WP3 –– transport, mobility and the ‘consumption of transport, mobility and the ‘consumption of 
distance’distance’

�� Phase 1: Exploratory theoretical and empirical work Phase 1: Exploratory theoretical and empirical work 
�� www.consensus.iewww.consensus.ie
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The ‘Mobility Turn’ The ‘Mobility Turn’ 

in the Social Sciencesin the Social Sciences

�� Physical mobility Physical mobility �� traditional domain of traditional domain of 
engineers, town planners and natural engineers, town planners and natural 
scientistsscientists

�� Globalisation debate in the social Globalisation debate in the social 
sciences sciences �� focus on flows of people, focus on flows of people, 
goods and ideas (‘mobility turn’)goods and ideas (‘mobility turn’)

�� Calls for the Calls for the ‘mobilisation’ of social theory ‘mobilisation’ of social theory 
and researchand research
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The ‘Mobility Turn’ The ‘Mobility Turn’ 

in the Social Sciencesin the Social Sciences

�� New mobilities paradigm (Urry 2000, New mobilities paradigm (Urry 2000, 
2007)2007)

�� Challenge to conventional notions of society as Challenge to conventional notions of society as 
spatially defined entity spatially defined entity 

�� Focus on flows of people, goods and ideasFocus on flows of people, goods and ideas
�� Inclusion of nonInclusion of non--human actors in sociological human actors in sociological 

analysisanalysis

�� BUT: BUT: sociosocio--geographical patterns of geographical patterns of 
immobility immobility require further attentionrequire further attention
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The ‘Mobility Turn’ The ‘Mobility Turn’ 

in the Social Sciencesin the Social Sciences

�� Contemporary mobilities approaches Contemporary mobilities approaches 
influenced by classic social thinkersinfluenced by classic social thinkers
�� Simmel Simmel –– metropolismetropolis, leisure tourism and the , leisure tourism and the 

circulation of moneycirculation of money
�� Chicago School of Sociology Chicago School of Sociology –– physical physical 

mobility, mobility, spatial form of cities spatial form of cities and social and social 
structuresstructures

�� Strong emphasis on Strong emphasis on urban mobilityurban mobility
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(Im)mobilities and rural(Im)mobilities and rural--urban urban 

relations: Evidence from Irelandrelations: Evidence from Ireland
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Republic of Ireland Republic of Ireland -- Key Key 
facts and figuresfacts and figures

••4.2 m inhabitants 4.2 m inhabitants 
(60/km2)(60/km2)
••26 counties26 counties
••Centralised government Centralised government 
structuresstructures
••Significant rural Significant rural 
populationpopulation

BUT: BUT: 
••Increasing sprawl and Increasing sprawl and 
(sub)urbanisation (sub)urbanisation 
••LowLow--density land use density land use 
patternspatterns
•• Rural depopulation in Rural depopulation in 
some areassome areas

Source: CSO 2008
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Rural (im)mobilities and Rural (im)mobilities and 

ruralrural--urban relationshipsurban relationships

�� Uneven geographical distribution of social Uneven geographical distribution of social 
(dis)advantages linked to (dis)advantages linked to 

�� Physical (im)mobility Physical (im)mobility 
�� Transport infrastructure developmentTransport infrastructure development

�� Distinct patterns of rural (im)mobilityDistinct patterns of rural (im)mobility
�� e.g. greater car dependency; gap between mobile and e.g. greater car dependency; gap between mobile and 

immobile groups more pronouncedimmobile groups more pronounced

�� UrbanUrban--centred transport policy centred transport policy 

�� Analysis of physical Analysis of physical and and social (im)mobility can social (im)mobility can 
reveal ruralreveal rural--urban relationsurban relations
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Rural (im)mobilities and Rural (im)mobilities and 

ruralrural--urban relationshipsurban relationships

Forms of mobilityForms of mobility--related ruralrelated rural--urbanurban
relations:relations:

�� Urban pressures on (semiUrban pressures on (semi--)rural areas)rural areas
�� Power gradients between ‘producers’ and Power gradients between ‘producers’ and 

‘consumers’ of the rural landscape‘consumers’ of the rural landscape
�� Rural areas benefiting from their proximity to urban Rural areas benefiting from their proximity to urban 

areasareas
�� Growing interconnectedness of rural and urban Growing interconnectedness of rural and urban 

areasareas
�� MobilityMobility--related disadvantages both in urban related disadvantages both in urban and and 

rural areas rural areas 
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Assessing rural and urban Assessing rural and urban 

(im)mobilities(im)mobilities

Key indicators of physical (im)mobility include:Key indicators of physical (im)mobility include:
�� Distribution of transport infrastructure and mobility Distribution of transport infrastructure and mobility 

opportunities opportunities 
�� Car ownership and useCar ownership and use
�� Traffic accidents and fatalitiesTraffic accidents and fatalities
�� Workplace accessibilityWorkplace accessibility
�� Level of spatial isolationLevel of spatial isolation

BUT:BUT:
�� other aspects of (im)mobility also highly relevantother aspects of (im)mobility also highly relevant

�� e.g. virtual mobility, mobility of goods and ideas, social e.g. virtual mobility, mobility of goods and ideas, social 
mobility…mobility…
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Transport infrastructure and Transport infrastructure and 

mobility opportunitiesmobility opportunities

�� Transport 21Transport 21
�� €€34bn capital investment framework 200634bn capital investment framework 2006--

20152015

�� Concentration of mobility infrastructure Concentration of mobility infrastructure 
development in Dublin development in Dublin 

�� Minimal funding for rural public transport Minimal funding for rural public transport 
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Transport 21 Transport 21 
Expenditure in 2008Expenditure in 2008

NB: €11m for Rural Transport Programme in 
2008 and 2009 1414

National National 

Spatial Spatial 

StrategyStrategy

20022002--20202020

Source: 
http://www.irishspatialstrategy.ie/im
ages/NSSMap2.JPG (accessed 
25/07/2009)
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Rural Rural 

Transport Transport 

Initiative/Initiative/

ProgrammeProgramme

++ Established 2001 Established 2001 

+ + Piloted 2002Piloted 2002--20062006

++ 37 rural community 37 rural community 

transport groups transport groups 

funded under RTPfunded under RTP

++ mostly CVS + private mostly CVS + private 

operatorsoperators
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Car Ownership Rates Car Ownership Rates 

by Socioby Socio--economic Group (RoI)economic Group (RoI)

SEGSEG %%
Employers and managersEmployers and managers 93.993.9

Higher professionalHigher professional 9393

Lower professionalLower professional 89.789.7

NonNon--manualmanual 80.280.2

Manual skilledManual skilled 86.586.5

SemiSemi--skilledskilled 78.578.5

UnskilledUnskilled 66.166.1

Own account workersOwn account workers 94.794.7

FarmersFarmers 90.190.1

Agricultural workersAgricultural workers 76.776.7

All others gainfully occupied or unknownAll others gainfully occupied or unknown 54.554.5

TOTALTOTAL 80.380.3
Source: CSO (2007) Census 2006 report, Vol. 12, Table 82, SEG of reference person and motorcar availability
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Car dependency Car dependency 

�� Rural households disproportionately affected by car Rural households disproportionately affected by car 
dependency and lack of adequate PTdependency and lack of adequate PT

�� 380,000 people in rural RoI report unmet transport needs 380,000 people in rural RoI report unmet transport needs 
(Fitzpatrick 2006)(Fitzpatrick 2006)

�� Recent allRecent all--island report confirms problem of isolation and unmet island report confirms problem of isolation and unmet 
transport needs among rural elderly (Harvey 2008)transport needs among rural elderly (Harvey 2008)

�� ParticularlyParticularly vulnerablevulnerable subsub--groupsgroups::
�� OlderOlder peoplepeople
�� YoungYoung peoplepeople
�� LowLow--incomeincome householdshouseholds
�� PeoplePeople withwith disabilitiesdisabilities

�� ‘Target‘Target groups‘groups‘ forfor communitycommunity transporttransport (CT)(CT)
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Means of travel to work 2006 Means of travel to work 2006 

by locationby location
(Persons at work aged 15 or over)(Persons at work aged 15 or over)

%% CarCar
(driver and passenger)(driver and passenger)

PTPT
(road and rail)(road and rail)

OtherOther
(walking, cycling, (walking, cycling, 
other)other)

DublinDublin
City and CountyCity and County

51.5551.55 21.3121.31 27.1427.14

Co. WestmeathCo. Westmeath 68.5968.59 3.033.03 28.3728.37
Galway City Galway City 
and Countyand County

66.6366.63 3.613.61 29.7629.76

Co. Mayo Co. Mayo 66.3766.37 1.361.36 32.2732.27

Source: CSO 2007 – Census 2006: Volume 12 - Travel to Work, School or College
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ConclusionsConclusions

�� Focus on physical (im)mobility reveals multiFocus on physical (im)mobility reveals multi--
directional relationships between rural and directional relationships between rural and 
urban areasurban areas

�� MobilityMobility--related (dis)advantages unevenly related (dis)advantages unevenly 
distributed across urban and rural areasdistributed across urban and rural areas

�� Sustainable ruralSustainable rural--urban relationships urban relationships 
contingent upon sustainable mobility and land contingent upon sustainable mobility and land 
use patternsuse patterns


