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�` International SD literature and environmental 
literature (Frame &Taylor 2005) advocating 
partnerships

�` What is a partnership?
�CDevelopment of trust between partners 
�CA mutual orientation
�CA commitment over the long haul
�CExchange of information between partners
�CPooling of resources 
�CA recognition of dependency (Darlow and Newby 

1997)
Benefits? Counterproductive?

Partnership or participation?

2005 – progress on LA 21 confined to and 
parallels reform of local gov.

�` Integration

�` Enhancing public participation

�` Developing practical tools 

�` Involved in a process since 2000
�` Local Evaluation 21 (LASALA, ICLEI)

i) introduction of an evaluation scheme to examine 
the long term effects of the local process 

ii) a need to include targets and measures “in order 
to successfully steer progress towards local 
sustainable development” 

iii) increased “participation across sectors in order to 
integrate different perspectives into [Galway City 
Council’s] local process for sustainable 
development”

�` Community derived QoL indicators 
�CFahy, F. and Ó Cinnéide, M. (2008) ‘Developing and 

Testing a Conceptual Framework for Assessing 
Quality of Life in Urban Areas’ Environmental 
Impact Assessment Review Vol. 28 (6) 366 - 379

�` GreenMap of Galway
�CFahy, F. and Ó Cinnéide, M. (2009) ‘Re - Mapping 

the urban landscape: community mapping – an 
attractive prospect for sustainability?’ Area 41.2,
p.167 –175

Community Derived QoL 
Indicators
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�` Maps = Grassroots perspective of the city?
�CInitial focus groups carried out with 

existing groups
�CExclusion: digital divide
�CCommercial advertising tools

�` Both tools classic reductionist tools 

�` Map is a practical tool for the city council
�CExamine perceived distribution of facilities

�` Appears on Galway Action Plan 2007 - 2013
�` Other applications – iPhone; map cultural 

resources in a city; cycling routes
�` City council have dedicated staff to update 

and maintain the map

New groups and 
workshops

Group 
workshop

Abstraction to 
map

Shared 
awareness

Integration with 
formal planning 
process

�` Linking indicators to action
�CPolicy document; Economic profile of Galway city

�` WHO healthy cities adopted the framework 
and have rerun the survey

�` Within the city council a number of 
departments have embraced the tools: 
Environment, ICT, Community and Enterprise 

Promoter Advantages Disadvantages

Communities 
by themselves 

Community agenda 
and vision to the fore
Community 
engagement and 

empowerment

May lack professional inputs 
and link to policy agenda
Volunteer fatigue adversely 
affecting completion and 
maintenance
Mainly context display maps 
produced 

Communities 
with university 
involvement

Access to 
professional 
expertise
Access to resources 
including GIS 
Facilities
Mapping task 
objective 
accomplished to a 
high standard

Danger of becoming 
university - led and 
community involvement 
being marginalised, 
adversely impacting process 
objectives of local capacity 
building and community 

ownership
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Communities with 
national and/or local 
level agency 
involvement 

Ready access to official 
data 
Secure funding 
available 
Access to professional 
expertise 
Mapping task objective 
accomplished to a high 
standard 
Project may readily be 
integrated with formal 
planning process 

Community joined with 
government in spirit of 
co-operative endeavour

Danger of government 
dominating agenda 
resulting in a less 
tangible and less 
meaningful process

Process objectives may 
be neglected with 
opportunities for 
enhanced governance 
through participatory 
processes not being 
realised

6 factors key to partnerships...

�CDevelopment of trust between partners 
�CA mutual orientation
�CA commitment over the long haul
�CExchange of information between partners
�CPooling of resources 
�CA recognition of dependency 

(Darlow and Newby 1997)

Partnerships.... participation? 

frances.fahy@nuigalway.ie


